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AN ACT Relating to use of respectful |anguage in the Revised Code
of Washington and the Washington Adm nistrative Code; adding a new
section to chapter 44.04 RCW and adding a new section to chapter 34.05
RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 44.04 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) The legislature recogni zes that |anguage used in reference to
individuals with disabilities shapes and reflects society's attitudes
towards people with disabilities. Many of the terns currently used
dimnish the humanity and natural condition of having a disability.
Certain ternms are deneaning and create an invisible barrier to
inclusion as equal community nenbers. The legislature finds it
necessary to clarify preferred |anguage for new and revised |aws by
requiring the use of termnology that puts the person before the
di sability.

(2)(a) The code reviser is directed to avoid all references to:
D sabl ed, devel opnentally disabled, nentally disabled, nentally ill,
mentally retarded, handicapped, cripple, and crippled, in any new
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statute, menorial, or resolution, and to change such references in any
existing statute, nenorial, or resolution as sections including these
references are otherw se anended by | aw

(b) The code reviser is directed to replace terns referenced in (a)
of this subsection as appropriate wth the following revised
t er m nol ogy: "Individuals with disabilities,” "individuals wth
devel opnmental disabilities,” "individuals with nental illness,” and
"individuals with nental retardation.”

(3) No statute, nenorial, or resolution is invalid because it does
not conply with this section

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 34.05 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) Al agency orders creating new rules, or anending existing
rules, shall be fornmulated in accordance with the requirenments of
section 1 of this act regarding the use of respectful |anguage.

(2) No agency rule is invalid because it does not conply with this
section.

Passed by the House February 12, 2004.

Passed by the Senate March 11, 2004.

Approved by the Governor March 26, 2004.

Filed in Ofice of Secretary of State March 26, 2004.
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